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: “over - reacts
“ing” in the
;Dominican
" Republie cri-
_ses last April,
‘the Senator

I WOULDN'T want to be

:in Sen. J. W. Fulbright's l}_
.shoes. For, in criticizing the

‘Johnson Administration for

“has, in effect,
‘tied his repu-
tatlon to the.
‘assurance
‘that the Do- §:
miniean champerlain
.people are. :

not in imminent danger of

being taken over by Commu-

‘nists or Castroites, !

True, history may even-:
‘tually bear Sen, Fulbright .

the Senator depends upon .
just do not go along w1th
the Fulbright optimism,

The Senator would prob--

ably scoff at the-idea that -

ithe Dominican June 14th

‘Movement, which is Castro-"'*

‘oriented, represents -any
Lcontmumg menace to the

_ichances for a “strong dem-
ocratic  government” (Fu1-~

bmght’s own words) emerg-’
(ng from the eclection nine
‘months from now. Neverthe-
'less the -June 14th Move-
‘ment continues to recruit -
'youths for -espionage, 'sab--
votage and terrorlsm, brmg
ing them into - Santo Do-
Jvingo for instruction and
}, Inding them back under
kscxpline to the countrys1de
i\o become “sleepers” in the

'mountains and the farmmg

‘regions, *

' At least 3000 trainees have

gwone through this mill,
‘Rarning how to use radio

iequipment and unconven---

‘tional arms. Their weapons :
'will ‘hardly be surrendered
merely becaqsg the ot‘ﬁcial

© fmaerram

g T ulbrzght’s Chancy Beton Hi zstory

agreement befween the fac-"

tions calls. for .it,

THAT the surrender of
even the most conventional ~

arms is' extremely unlikely -

is proved by the behavior
of the rebels in the Gen.
Elias Wessin y Wessin con-
tretemps.

" The rebels made surren-

der of arms conditional on’

and, indeed, from the .

coun'try Forced by U.S. pres-
_sure to give in to the rebels’
" tactical move, Wessin y Wes- -
-sin stepped down.

imposed mnew conditions,

. ;'making surrender .of arms .
ouf. But ‘observers who are

. fully as qualified as any

conditional upon the remov-

also. of a whole group of

. conservative army officers.

Absurdly ‘enough, there
“was -never any counter-

1~ the banishment of Wessin y
. Wessin from his army post

v

Whereupon -the rebels es-. .
‘calated their demands; with- -

~-out blinking an eye, they .-Panama and Venezuela. i

:al not only of Wessin, but

Johnson Administration’s *
~“over-reaction” in my proph- ¢

ecy file. Let's see how things -

« turn out nine months hence, 4

Surely, the Senator has-

not been lucky in his pro-‘f

Jections in the past. He.!
"spoke of the “myths” of'}
- Communist menace just be-

" fore the Maoists became!'

really menacing in South-:
-east Asia, "33
He has treated Castroism ’}
Jdn Cuba as a “nuisance.”
Well Fidel, the operator of
. the Cuban “nuisance,” con-.
* tinues to build high-powered |
‘radio stations for use in the M
" effort to create
" “nuisances”” in Guatemala,f
This, of course, does not 4
- Buarantee that Castro’s?
Jwords “will be sufﬁciently
heeded to result in revolu-i
3

- tionary overturns through-!

demand from the so-called -

FULBRIGHT, a one-sided

"“critie, has generally applied *

“right” for the expulsion of .
" Col. Francisco Caamano .
- Demo as a “symbol" of rebel_“'.-

—-extremism.. @
+.a “nuisance” when he was’

‘sitting around the cafe

double-standard thinking to..

the business of keeping any .

balance between left and:

‘right extremists,

He will not be exposed by ,

events as long as. groups

"hke the June 14th Move-

' ‘ment “play it legal,” as they
will probably do during the .
nine months . of Hector .

‘Garcla Godoy’s provisional -

Presidency. As long as the
legal amenities are observed,.
the Senator will be able
- to maintain that the future

Republic' is bound to 'con-

" form to his hopes.
But I am putting, the’ Sen-

J

-.history of the Dominican'.. when the Dominicans choose |,

)

_ator’s . blast . againat ‘the ¢ 1968, Xing rmum  Srndieats, Ine]

vl

,huisance get out of hand."

.the quirks of history, nul«-.

out .Latin  America. But |

' when - Fulbright dismissed s .- . °

Cuba as ‘a “nuisance,” he!
“risked . encouraging a com-j
placency among Americans
that could easily .let the

‘After all, Lenin was merely ;.

. tables in ‘Geneva. But, with

-sances, like other things, can -
escalate - into somethlng'
quahtatively different,. ;

FORTUNATELY for ourl
sense of wariness, Sens.’
-Thomas J. Dodd and Frank -
--J. Lausche, both belonging
“to Fulbright's own Demo-.
eratic Party, believe that it
is better to- “over-react” to

. Communist threats than. it i

s to under-react.
Nine months from now,

their President, we will see -
whether Dodd or Fulbright
is closer to the mark.
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